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In genealogy, if a person has a kinsman  who is a talented and thorough r e-
searcher, that person is fortunate. When that relative  is a double -cousin ñwow! 
You donõt get luckier than that. R.R. Laurenson is both my Cocke -Coke1 cousin 
and our Rand cousin, and he collected a family history for the sole purpose of 
giving his mother a sp ecial birth day gift. Now thatõs the luckiest you can get ñto 
have a son like that.  A lot of what this compiler knows about the Rand family in 
Texas comes from Cousin Laurenson õs RAND FAMILY . (1) and from our years of 
e-mails and personal visits. This is to acknowledge his amazing work, and to 
give our cousin his deserved cre dit. I hope this storyteller nonpareil will forgive 
me if I forget to acknowledge particular incidents of research and findings in 
this composition.  

That same nod goe s to the late Oscar R ipley Rand III (1886 -1981) for his 
NORTH CAROLINA RANDS: A STUDY IN ANCESTRY  (2). Cousin Randõs remarka-
ble work set the foundation for Cousin Laurenson, with a co mprehensive sketch 
of the older generations of Rands and their NC descendants.  The basis of hi s 
research  came from the first of the name Oscar Ripley Rand, 1833 -1904, who 
summed up his sources:  ò(This is) what I have heard my father (Nathaniel 
Greene Rand, 1796 -1883) and Uncle Parker (Parker Rand, 1793 -1876). They 
got it from their father ( Walter R and, 1761 -1812) and he fro m his mother S o-
phia Rand (1719 -ca. 1815 ). My Father and Uncle Parker also got a great part of 
their information from Old Aunt Sue (abt. 1720 -1815 ).ó 

The Rand family is fortunate to have the recollections of a servant named 
Susannah who was in the family for many, many years, and always reme m-

bered the past.  The first Oscar Ripley Rand wrote in his 1895 letter to William 
Rand Kenan, ôWilliam Rand got her soon after he came to Va. and put her in the 
house as a litt le waiting girl for his wife. When (the wife) died and he married S o-
phia Almand she was continued as a house servant éõ 

Susannah became known as Aunt Sue , and later ñshe got to be very old ñ
Old Aunt Sue . According to Cousin Laurenson, t he legend of Aunt Sue c omes 
down as further evidence of William's English origins. The first Oscar Ripley 

                                         
1 My branch of the Cocke family changed the spelling of their name just after the Civil War to re-

flect the ñway it was spelled in England.ò 

Cousin Laurensonôs side of the family kept the American spelling. 
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Rand mentioned Susannah in his 1895 letter to William Rand Kenan 2, and she 
was also quoted in the sharp and  detailed , wholly remarkable family history 
that Washington attorn ey Oscar Ripley Rand II I3 (1886 -1981) compiled in the 
1960s  and revised in 1975 . 

He wrote, quoting his namesake, ôMany are the times that I have heard my 
father and Uncle Parker tell what Old Aunt Sue told them about her English 
Master and English Mistress  (English is the way she called them). õ4 

While I do quote Cousins Laurenson and Rand, I make no attempt to repeat 
their work here, but I do suggest the reader acquire their work and enjoy them.  
My paper is meant as a companion piece to the resea rch and discoveries of 
many cousins . Itõs just what has been known for a long time , with a few pearls 

of my own thrown in . 

First, I must mention my father. Morty Coke 5 loved to tell family stories, 

                                         
2
 William Rand Kenan descended from Senator John Rand the assassinated Patriot. Kenan was a 

chemist who participated in the discovery of calcium carbide and its use in the production of the 
gas called acetylene, which is integral for acetylene torches. 

Kenan wasé An industrialist who traveled worldwide building carbide plants and forming manu-

facturing operations. Instrumental in the formation and/or management of major Florida devel-
opments including the Florida East Coast Railway, hotels, electric companies, and banking opera-

tions. Kenan was also a philanthropist who provided major funding to the University of North 

Carolina and several Lockport, NY charities, and public benefit organizations. 

A pioneering scientific farmer, he specialized in dairy farming and dairy operation. This financier 

also served as President of numerous manufacturing companies and on the board of banks and 

major corporations. His sister married Henry Morrison Flagler, the man who loaned John D. 
Rockefeller the money to get in the oil business; Flagler became a partner in a joint-stock corpo-

ration called STANDARD OIL. No kidding. 

3
 Son of Oscar Ripley Rand II and Olivia Hall of Smithfield, Johnston County, NC. 

4
 Life spans must be mentioned here to show it was entirely possible that both Nathaniel Greene 

ñNatò Rand and Parker Rand knew and remembered Aunt Sue, and could make first person 

statements to Oscar the first. Nat Rand lived from 1796 to 1883, with Parker living from 1793 to 
1876. Natôs son with his first wife, Pherebe Parker Mial, Oscar Ripley Rand Iôs, time on earth 

went from 1833 to 1904. Oscar the IIIôs time on earth was 95 years, from 1885-1981. 
5
 My father was Mortimer William Coke, M.D., 1899-1958. 

A native of Atlanta, Cass Co, TX, he graduated from Baylor School of Medicine. He was a mave-

rickðhe despised the AMA and greedy doctorsðand in life. Money was never important to my 
dad. His mother named him for her father and great-grandfather, and I assume my grandfather got 

a word in and picked the middle name from his only brother, who died at age 12. Then again, the 

William may have come from Hal Rand! 

Daddyôs line: William Rand & Sophia Almand >Walter Rand & Mary Ann Parker > John Rand 
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and as I worshiped my dad, I listened. Itõs a good thing I did , because he su f-
fered a fatal gastric hemorrhage when I was nine.  

Cousins Catherine òKatie-Princeó Ward Esker , Adele Moore Mullen, and 
Margaret Rand Shanks ñall now deceased ñwere my guiding lights in the early 
years. Those three ladies centered on our A labama relations , but they also 
up rooted the earlier ancestor s, especially the collateral lines. They  were r e-
searchers to count on.  Adele and Margaret became my dear friends , too, and we 
were quite a threesome . Margaretõs brother, Hank Rand 6, the ultimate gentl e-
man who would dig into an overgrown old cemetery just to make a cousin ha p-
py, was always ready to hunt down a ph oto or the truth behind a rumor.  I miss 
them deeply , on many levels.  

My thanks go to Don Rand of the NC Rands who now lives in AL. He and 
Hank were pals , and having the opportunity to know Don  and his family,  and 

benefit ing  from his knowledge , insight , and humor ñand thanks for the pi c-
tures, Don! ñhas been great.  

In the year 2000, yours truly decided to take two weeks to type what I had 
into Family Tree Maker. Up to then, it had all been hen-scratch and stacks of 
paper.  When I looked up, two years had passed. But during that time, I disco v-
ered the marvels of the Internet and the wonders of meeting many cousins I 
never d reamed existed. I was in heaven. After all, the best part of genealogy is 
the cousins . 

Linnie Cole Benefield got in touch around 2000 , and she shared her exte n-
sive findings on the Rands in Marion and Cass counties. Linnieõs understanding 
of the Rands answe red many, ma ny of my decadesõ old questions, and what fun 
weõve had along the way. 

Rubystein McGhee and Willie Terry Sheppard ñlike yours truly, he was a 

kid who listened when the Old Folks talked ñadded a whole new line to my 
known cousins.  I fell instantly  in love with Rubystein, and they both have b e-
come dear to me. A nother  cousin worthy of a special mention is Thelma Rand 
Fennoy,  the lovely lady who opened her home to the 2007 Rand gathering that 
included the CNN crew , and she even cooked lovely food for us . 

                                                                                                             
& Martha ñPatseyò Curtis >William Harrison ñHalò Rand & Sarah Ann ñSallieò Mullens >Mar-

tha Curtis ñMattieò Rand & Robert Paine ñBobò Coke >Robert King ñRobò Coke, Sr. & Mary 
Melissa Woodward (Daddyôs parents). 

6
 Along with being a wonderful close genealogy cousin, Hank collaborated with Claude Ricks 

(descendant of our aunt, Burchet Curtis, Mrs. Hartwell King) to compile the King family tree that 
includes the Alabama Rands. 
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Also in t ouch early was Patricia Wallis Randñmy new boon companion . 
Married to a North Carolina Rand, Pat is our relationship wizard. She finds and 
documents the younger generations as well as the older, and she not only pr o-
vides our Web site, RandFami lyTree.org, she also fields most of the correspo n-

dence that has come up in the aftermath of CNNõs 2008 documentary, òBlack in 
America.ó 

 Members of our defunct òe-Agathasó online detective group were many, and 
some of those dear cousins  contributing Rand i nformation were Beth Sloan, 
Dana Holden, the late Terrye Sledge Terry, and my brother -of-the -heart, Tigner 
Rand. Contributing to my collateral families were Betty Smith Moss, Cathy 
Wood Os born, Professor Harryette Mulle n, Nettie Mullins Wood,  and many 
more . Iõm leaving out many who should be listed. There a re a ton of them, each 
and every one special and dear.  

As I type this, I anticipate  a visit with Margaret Shanksõ daughter Mary, 
who has generously invited yours truly and Georgia cousins,  the Lines broth ers, 

into her home to sort through her late motherõs genealogical files as well as her 
trove of family photos. Thank you, Mary!  

Each of these cousins is a treasure . Thank you for all your help and your 
many contributions to this Rand Report .  

Yours truly t akes responsibility for all mistakes . 

Lastly, this is a work in progress. Please send your updates and co rrections 
to, and I will make every effort to keep up with them. Itõs my plan to post all the 
information on the families, without giving information a bout living persons, 
and I will do so at ancestry.com and rootsweb.com.  

  With love from,  

Cousin Martha  
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The Rand family of Texas shares a common ancestor, William Harrison 
òHaló Rand, 1822 -1909 . 

Born in Wake County, North Carolina, Hal  grew up in Franklin (now Co l-
bert) County, Alabama  and possibly attended La Grange College, as did his 
brother or brothers. One has to wonder if he had any inclination as a miller,  the 
family trade.  

Leaving Alabama in 1847 with his wife and fa mily, which looks to have i n-
cluded  Ann Rand, 7 Hal and company lived in Chickasaw County, Mississippi  
during the late 1840s . He ended up straddling the line between  the counties of 
Marion and Cass in the northea st part of our Lone Star State.  

Basically, Hal  was a farmer, but he had enough education to present hi m-
self as an attorney. 8 

"The State of Texas 

County of Cass 

                                         
7
 While Ann was born in Alabama, exactly how she ended up with Hal Rand is not known. As 
she is said to have been surnamed Mullens, she could have been part of Halôs white wifeôs family 

in White Oak, Alabama, or perhaps she had ties to kinfolks in Chickasaw County, MS: Isaac 

Mullins and his wife, Jane Priest.  (The Mullens name is often spelled with an ñi.ò) Evidently, Hal 

Rand moved to Chickasaw County, because he had in-laws there, namely Sallie Mullens Randôs 
uncle, the said Isaac Mullins. 

Ann Rand was mixed race, so itôs assumed she was the child of some descendant of William 
Thomas Mullens and his wife, Sarah ñSallieò Potts, who settled in the Mississippi Territory, now 

Alabama, around 1806. Wm Thomas and Sallie were Sallie Mullens Randôs grandparents. 

8
 Cass County courthouse records, particularly the legal matters of ñMay Cockò (Mary Dorthula 

Cocke), a minor. 
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Probate Court 

May Term AD 1859 

And now as this issue of the Court comes--  

J B McReynolds Guardian of the minor Mary D Cocke and asks the courts to grant 

him license to (unreadable) a Negro boy Henry belonging viz to said minor-- all of 

which he most respectfully submits. 

W H Rand 

Atny for McReynolds" 

 

Hal  was an Ameri can, a child of the South, and for a while, a citizen of the 
Confederate States of America.  He did not join the Rebel Army.  He did, however, 
belong to the Home Guard to protect his county, and if memory serves, he sat 
on a local board that accessed the needs of wives and children of CSA soldiers. 9 

After the Civil War, disenfranchised white Southern males were r equired to 
sign an Oath of Amnesty in order to have their U.S. citizenship reins tated. Hal 
Rand signed as the 199 th  male in Cass County to do so. 10   

While o ur ancestors have been in t he Southern part of the USA for a very 
long ti me, Halõs family treeðth rough his grandmother, Mary Ann Park er, Mrs. 
Walter Rand ñhas roots in over 35  generations of European ancestors . Our ea r-
liest documented RAND  ancestor is a man of whom we know much yet also very 
little, Halõs great-grandfather, Will iam Rand, Sr ., of Smithfield, Vir ginia.  

As of 2009, we actually have a better understanding of our maternal Rand 
line , and it starts with William Randõs wife, Sophia Almand , and her ALMAND  
tree.  

3 Generations of Descendants of James & Christian  Almand  

1   James Almand 1695/1700 - 1757 

.  +Christian NN 1700 ς 1765/66 

...... 2   Millicent Almand 1718 ς bef. April 1757 

                                         
9
 This needs double-checking. 

10
 Texas State Archives, list of signers. 
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.........  +William Fleming  

.............. 3   Mary Fleming 

...... 2   Sophia Almand 1719 - 1789 

.........  +Benjamin Forsyth - 1744 

.............. 3   James Forsyth, Esq. RWP 1740 - 1771 

.................  +Elizabeth Jones 1752 - 1825 

......  *2nd Husband of Sophia Almand:  

.........  +William I Rand1703 - 1771 

.............. 3   John Rand, Esq. & RW Senator 1746 - 1781 

.................  +Elizabeth Hinton1747 - 

.............. 3   Christian Christiana Rand 1747 - 

.................  +Charles Ross  

.............. 3   Catherine Rand 1753 - 

.................  +William Garton 1750 - 1797 

.............. 3   William II Rand, Esq. RWP & Senator 1756 - 1820 

.................  +Elizabeth Atkins - 1791 

..............  *2nd Wife of William II Rand, Esq. RWP & Senator:  

.................  +Elizabeth Stroud 1755 - 

.............. 3   Mary Rand 1757 - 1800 

.................  +Joseph Smith, Jr. 1750 - 1776 

..............  *2nd Husband of Mary Rand:  

.................  +James Pitt, Sr. 1757 - 1799 

.............. 3   Walter Rand, Esq. & RW SGT. 1761 - 1812 

.................  +Mary Ann Parker 1765 - 1843 

......  *3rd Husband of Sophia Almand:  

.........  +Charles Hanson - 1794 

...... 2   Moses Almand 1722 - 1779 

.........  +Ann (Almand)  

......  *2nd Wife of Moses Almand:  

.........  +Sarah Perrin 1726 - 1757 

.............. 3   Perrin Almand 1746 - 

.............. 3   James II Almand - 1799 

.............. 3   Mary Almand 1746 - 

.................  +John Adams, Capt.  

.............. 3   Sarah Almand 1746 - 

.................  +Elihu Hall - 1784 

..............  *2nd Husband of Sarah Almand:  

.................  +William Burney  

.............. 3   Thomas Almand 1746 - 1786 
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...... 2   Lewis Almand 1723 - 

.........  +Jane (Almand)  

.............. 3   Thomas Almand 1757 - 

...... 2   Aaron Almand 1727 - 1792 

.........  +Susannah Frith - 1754 

.............. 3   Peggy Almand 1752 - 

.............. 3   NN (d.y.) Almand 1754 - 1754 

......  *2nd Wife of Aaron Almand:  

.........  +Ann "Almand" Harrison 1738 - 1807 

.............. 3   Alma (d.y.) Almand  

.............. 3   Mildred Almand - 1818 

.................  +Thomas Roberts, Captain  

.............. 3   Sally (d.y.) Almand  

.............. 3   William Almand - 1799 

.............. 3   Harrison Almand 1757 - 1822 

.................  +Louisa Driver  

..............  *2nd Wife of Harrison Almand:  

.................  +Mary Thomas Walker  

A

James Almand 1 was born about 1700 ñor maybe five or so years be fore 
that 11ñand he was probably born in eastern Virgin ia.  The locale may have been 
Gloucester County.  

He and his wife Christian ñmaiden name òNNó (not named12)ñwere the 
parents of Mrs. Wil liam Rand  of Smithfield, Isle of Wight County, Colonial Vi r-
ginia.  

Given their name, o ne might wonder if the Almands had been Huguenots  

from France, where òAllmanó or òAlmandó might have been òAllegmand ,ó which 
is French for òGerman,ó Germany being Alle gmagne. The òdó would not have 
been pronounced in France.  

Then again, the online House of Names ñòsatisfaction guaranteedóñstates 
that Almond is an òancient Anglo-Saxon surname that came from tied (sic) to 

                                         
11

 This is going on the birth date of his first child, Jan 1718. He could have been a father at 17-18, 

but more likely 17-23. 
12

 The first two or three times I saw this in genealogical records, I wondered, ñWhy did so many 

people name their kids óN.N.ô?ò When it finally made sense, it made sense: donôt have just a 

blank where a name ought to be. Thus, NN. 
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the Anglo -Saxon culture of England . Æthel, which means noble, and mund , 
which means protection.ó That said, the House then covered their bases with  

òAlmond may also derive from the Old French word aleman , which means Ge r-
man.ó 

And, of course, maybe our folks just had someth ing to do with growing a l-
monds.  

There are many ways to spell the name; ours have been pegged with them 
all. Almand, Allman, Almond, Allmon, Altman, Almon, etc.  Whatever the case, 
most Americans surnamed Almond and its derivatives, as of 1920, lived in Vi r-
ginia, North Carolina, and Georgia. 13 

Back in Colonial  Virginia , there were Almands living there  since the 1600s, 
several in Isle of Wight County, but a kinship link is yet to be established. As 
early as 1638, Samuel Almond held land on the south bank of Almond Creek, 

below Arthur Bayly and Thom as Crosby, off the river James, near present -day 
Richmond in Henrico County . Thatõs the nor th stretch of the James  River .14 (3) 

The settlement of òAllmondsvilleó in Gloucester County is evidently still vi a-
ble, as it comes up on Google maps.  

South of the Jam es, in Isle of Wight County, Ann Altman 15 presented the 
estate inventory of John Altman  in 1694 . John Bennett Boddie, in his SEVE N-
TEENTH CENTURY ISLE OF W IGHT COUNTY VIRGINIA, listed William Almon 
and Altman (Elizabeth, Garrett, John). In 1712, Thomas Altma n's estate me n-
tions his kinfolks:  Thomas, John, Garrett, and Eliz abeth.  

People in those days considered themselves English and they were subjects 
of the king . 

During the reign of the first Hanoverian King of England, George I , James 
and Christian Almand  were married in presumably Gloucester County . That 
was around 1717 . They lived near the York River , with James earn ing  a good 
living as a carpenter  and cabinetmaker.  

James and Christian were the parents of five children, three boys and two 
girls, and they r eared them all in Gloucester, which, like Jamestown and Wi l-
liamsburg, is across the wide and glorious James River from Isle of Wight Cou n-
ty. Gloucester is also across a second wide river  to the north , the York. 16 

                                         
13 Ancestry.com 

14 
Cocke, Virginia Webb, ñMap of the Curles.ò 

15
 ñAltò means old in German, ñmannò means, well, man. Or husband. 

16
 Iôll will never forget being in York, Virginia, in a seafood restaurant. Said I, ñWaiter, thereôs a 
fly in my iced tea.ò He bent a glare at the Texan. ñHow do I know you didnôt put it thereé?ò 



 

12  | P a g e  

Eventually, the Almands moved south, crossin g those rivers to acquire 
property in Nansemond County (now part of Surry County). JAMES and 
CHRISTIAN ALMAND  moved to Nansemond , probably between 1744 and 1749.  

On 6 Dec 1750 , James Almand purchased 150 acres in a neighboring cou n-
ty. The new property was located on the James River in the Newport Parish di s-
trict of beautiful Isle of Wight County . 

Isle of Wight lies in an area they now call the òSouth Hampton Roads.ó 

The first English plantation along the south shore of the River James, wit h-
in present -day Isle of Wight  County , was established in May 1618. The Wa r-
raskoyaks had been the original inhabitants, but they were òdr iven off in 1622, 

as part of the reprisals for the (Jamestown) Great Massacre of 1622. ó (4) The 
county was by the mid -18 th  century a good place to settle.  

James and Christian Almand established th e Rocks Plantation  on the 
James River. 17 (5) Living in that breathtakingly green part of the country, must 
have seemed like heaven.  

They probably thought of this as their retirement  home, or at least their f i-
nal earth ly home, as 50 in those days was considered an advanced age . And 
James may have been older  than 50 . They werenõt done living, though. Their  
farm wasnõt just some place to relax on the porch and sip  mint juleps, which 
they probably didnõt have in those days, anyway . The Rocks must have been a 
working plantation, as an inventory of Jamesõ estate, dated 1757, shows that he 
had a large inventory of tobacco ñover a thousand pounds ñand all the impl e-
ments of a successful farmer  and craftsman . (1) 

Tobacco , FYI,  was pretty much the currency of Colonial Virginia.  

Three years later, the Almands purchased 75 more acres in Isle of Wight 
County, on the banks of Blackwater River .18 That happened on 2 Jul 1753.  (5) 

They never lived there, though, not as far as yours truly can tell.  

                                         
17

 This property was purchased from James and Mary Calcote. Around 2002, Tim Allman ab-

stracted property records and posted at a message at ancestry.com. That link is no longer viable, 
but hereôs another:  

http://genforum.genealogy.com/allmon/messages/122.html 
18

 Yours truly isnôt all that familiar with the area, but the Blackwater, from Google maps, seems 

to feed from Albemarle Sound, which would make its south of Smithfield, and certainly south of 

Rocks Plantation, which was on the James River. Local experts might have an idea on what was 

grown in that area. 
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James and Christian õs quintet of kids were born in the nine -and -a-half 
years between Jan 1718 and 14 Sep 1727 . We are descended from Sophia A l-
mand , their  second child and second daughter .  

Sophia w as born in Oct ober  1719 . 

She first married a fellow by the name of BENJAMIN  FORSYTH , but he 
passed away , leaving her with a baby whom she õd named after her father, 
JAMES FORSYTHñòFossithó in James Almandõs will . Presumably she was li v-
ing with her parents w hen, during her sonõs infancy, she met  an older widower, 
William Rand , but thatõs getting ahead of the story. 

Sophiaõs elder sister, Millicent , was a mere 18 months her senior, born in 

Jan uary  1718 . Millicent married William Fleming . No telling how many ch il d-
ren they had, but daughter Mary  was named in James Almandõs will, so itõs as-
sumed Mary was the eldest.  

The first of the James and Christianõs sons, Moses Almand , arrived in 
1722 . He married twice, first ly  to Sarah Perrin . Sarah may have been the 
daughte r of Thomas Perrin and  Sarah Phelps , both of whom were born in 
Westfield, Sussex, England . There are a number of family groups at anc e-
stry.com  showing that Sarah Perrin was the wife of Moses Almand, but none 
show their children . There were five offspring : Mary, Sarah, Perrin  (probably 
the eldest) , James (after the Almand grandfather), and Thomas  (after S a-
rahõs father). (6) 

Evidently, the Moses Almand family ended up in New Bern, Craven County, 
North Carolina.  (1) Moses became known for building churches.  (6) 

It should be noted that Sarah most likely passed away before 1766, because 
Mosesõ wife at that point was òAnnó Almand.20 (5) Perhaps some of the children 
were Annõs. Perrin surely belonged to Sarah, and Thomas, if the latter were in 

fact named after Thoma s Perrin. Then again, Annõs father might have been a 
Thomas.  

Two sons of Moses and either Sarah  or Ann , James Almand II  and Th o-
mas Almand , were apparently deceased by 1786. 21  As a result of the American 
Revolution?  

                                         
19

 A lot of this Almand information came from Laurenson, but it also came from Rubinette Nie-

mann (descendant of Moses Almand) and Tim Allman, via genealogy message boards around 
2002. 

20
 According to the land transaction, when Moses sold The Rocks. 

21
 I think I got this from Rubinette Niemann.  
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Lewi s Almand , second son, married Jane  NN; he was evidently The Guy to 

Count On, as he  served as an executor of his fatherõs estate, then for his broth-
er-in -law, our WILLIAM RAND , and he may have been guardian  to Sophiaõs 
youngest son , our Walter Rand . (1) Lewis was in the area, available . As for his 
trade, Lewis, who was born between 1723 and 1726, was a joi n-
er/cabinetmaker, like his father  and brothers . (5) 

The last brother  also started out as a joiner / cabinetmaker; Aaron Almand , 
born 1727.  (6) 

Aaron planted his roots in Nansemond County, Virginia ñnot far from Isle of 
Wight County . This youngest child of the family may have gone there to take up 
his fatherõs propertyñland that Aaron  eventually inherited . He was there in 
1754, when his first wife, Susannah Frit h , died giving birth to their second 

child . (1) It seems likely his first child was Peggy Almand , as a Peggy is me n-
tioned in James Almandõs will. (1) (7) Going on birth order of Jamesõ children, 
Peggy would belong to Aaron.  

Aaron married second to Ann Harr ison , daughter of William Harr i son and 
Mary  Hodges ,22 presumably of Isle of Wight County. Aaron and Ann were the 
parents of five children, but only two lived to adulthood, Mildred and Harrison . 
(6) 

Aaron Almand, brother of our ancestress, died in Nansemond County in 
1794;  he was three months õ shy of his 65th birthday . 

What strikes yours truly as odd is that only one of James and Christianõs 
grandchildren was named after the matriarch . This was Christiana Rand .23 In 
those days, it was expec ted that children be named in patterns, with gran d-
mothers historically  honored . That Christian was roun dly snubbed by everyone 

but Sophia makes one wonder about the familial dynamics. 24  

                                         
22

 Our Mary Ann Parkerôs mother was said to be a ñJames River Harrison.ò Harrison has been so 

often used as a family name. Thus, the special interest in the name. 
23

 Christiana was called ñChristianò by her fatherôs will and Christiana in her motherôs. She is the 

last daughter listed in her fatherôs will; itôs long been assumed she was the last child of William 

and Sophia. Yet her motherôs will, drawn 7 Sep 1775, mentions Christianaôs husband, Charles 
Ross. As our ancestor, Walter, was born 15 June 1761, he would only have been 14 when his 

mother drew her will. Christiana had to have been older. Thus, she must have been born between 

1747-1760, and more like 1747-1752.  
24

 Sophia didnôt even fare as well.  None of her granddaughters, or other descendants seem to car-
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Then again, maybe there were more grandchildren.  

Millicent, Jan 1718  

Sophia, Oct 1719  

Moses, 1722  

Lewis, 1723 -1726  

Aaron, 14 Sept 1727  

James Almand  signed a will on 6 Apr 1757 in Isle of Wight County , leaving 
a sizable estate for that time . He passed away between April and the first of Dec 
1757 . (8) His death was probably  somewhere in the middle of those dates. His 
age would have been 57 to 63ish.  

His wife evidently survived him.  

James gave property to each of his five children, with the stipulation that 
his wife  keep possession of everything until the end of her time . Apparently 
Christian Almand passed away by 1766, when Moses Almand sold his part of 
the estate, the familyõs IOW property , the Rocks  Plantation.  

The eldest child of each of Jamesõ children was mentioned in the will, with  
nothin g going  to any of the other grandkids . To be fair, they were children, so 
far be it from 25 yours truly to criticize the man.  

His executor, Lewis Almand hi s son, filed the will for proba te on 2 Dec 1757 
at the IOW Courthouse. The estate settled on 3 Aug 1758, with John Hodges, 

John Gray, and Henry Harrison 26  acting as appraisers.  R.R. Laurenson  (1) 
supplied details of James Almandõs will: 

 

                                                                                                             
ry her name. 

25
 ñFar be it from youò was one of my Vinson grandmotherôs favorite expressions to keep her kids 

in line. 

26
 AGAIN, Harrison. This Henry Harrison was probably Aaron Almandôs brother-in-law, son of 

William Harrison, Sr., and Mary Hodges of IOW County. John Hodges was likely the uncle of 
Henry Harrison and Ann Harrison Almand. 
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Last Will & Testament 

 

I "In the Name of God Amen, I James Almand being very Sickly and ailing but of 

Sound and Perfect Service of Mind and Memory do make and Ordain this my last Will and 

Testament in manner and form following my rimins. I resign my Soul into the Hand of Almighty 

God that gave it who was my Creator trusting through the Merits of my Blessed Savior to attain 

everlasting Life. My Body to be Buried in such manner as my Executors shall think fitt and as for 

such Worldly Goods as it hath Pleased God to endorn me with I do give and Bequeath in man-

ner and form following.  

I give and Bequeath unto my Son, Moses Almand the Plantation I bought of James Cal-

cote on James River whereon I now live to be possessed therewith after the Death of his Mother. 

I give and Bequeath unto my Son Lewis Seventy five Pounds Current Money so raised out 

of my Estate after my Wifes Death. 

I give and Bequeath unto my Son Aaron all my Land in Nansemond County lying on the 

Western Branch which I Bought of John Hawkins. 

I give and Bequeath unto my Granddaughter Mary Flemming one Negro Girl named 

Lucy to her and her Heirs.27 

I give and Bequeath unto my Grandson James Fossith one Negro Girl named Jenny to 

him and his Heirs. 

I give and Bequeath unto my Grandson Perrin Almand one Negro Girl married Nanny 

to him and his Heirs. 

I give and Bequeath unto Thomas Almand my Grandson one Negro Girl named Dinah 

to him and his Heirs.28 

                                         
27

 It hurts to mention slaves. Itôs tempting not to mention them, but that would be revisionist his-

tory. I wish slavery hadnôt been. Iôm sorry it happened. I hope youôll understand why I did not 
omit those references. Itôs my history and yoursðall we can do at this point is to learn from it. 

And pray our ancestors were not cruel peopleðwhich I donôt want to believe they were. 

28
 This Thomas is unaccounted for in the list of James' grandchildren. Possibly Lewis's son? 
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I give and Bequeath unto my Granddaughter Peggy one Negro Girl named Molly to her 

and her Heirs. 

And all the remainder and residue of my Estate of what kind or worth whatsoever except my 

Legacies above mentioned, I do lend or leave the Use of unto my loving Wife during her natural 

Life or Widdowhood.  

I mean as much thereof as may be sufficient to support her and after her Death or marriage I 

give all the remainder of my Estate except the Legacies above mentioned after my just Debts being 

first Paid to be equally Divided between my five children Moses, Lewis, Aaron, Sofiah Rand 

and Millison Flemming. And I do Nominate Ordain and Approve my three Sons above named to 

be my whole and Sole Executors of this my last Will and Testament, making Void all other Wills 

hereto fore made In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my Hand and Seal this Sixth Day of 

April 1757. 

Signed by James Almand 

Witnessed by Edward Goodrich, Benjamin Bidgood and Mary Humphry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cousin Lau renson also provided the estate's inventory, as of March 

2, 1758:  
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Anyone interested in knowing more about the Almands can probably find 
additional information, as there are others  also interested in this family.  Google 
ôem! 

(1)

As mentioned, Sophia Almand  was born in Oct 1719 in Gloucester County , 
Virginia . Records show that she was  baptized on 17 Nov 1719 in her home 
county õs Abingdon Parish . (1) 

She first married Benjamin Forsyth ; they likely lived in Gloucester County . 
One child, James  Forsyth , was born before or near to Benj amin's death  in the 
ear ly part of 1744.  

In all probability, Sophia  met her second husband through her f ather and 
brothers , as William Rand also follow ed the building trade . The w idowed young 
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mother  married this older widower 29 in the same parish (perhaps) where sheõd 
been christened  24  years earlier , Abingdon in Gloucester . They married on 15 

February 17 44. He was 41 ish.  (1) 

Record remains of their union at ancestry.co m (but it should be noted that 
ancestry.com  got their info from myriad places and not ne cessarily from church 
or government records).  

Name:    Wil liam Rand 

Gender:   male  

Birth Place:   EN (England) 

Birth Year:   1703 

Spouse Name:   Sophia Alman (sic) Forsyth 

Marriage State:   VA  

Just a few months later ñthat September to be ex actñWill iam Rand pu r-
chased acreage in the countryside of Isle of Wight County . 

The newlyweds thereafter established a  home within eyesight of Bay 
Church , a recently founded  Episcopalian place of worship near Burwel lõs Bay 
(aka Burwell Bay).  

òIsle of Wight County History and Informationó shows: 

άΧ/olonial churches in this county, of the Episcopal faith, being the Bay 

Church, about five miles from Smithfield on Burwell's Bay, (originally Worros-

quoyacke Bay), on the farm now owned by Dr. W. D. Turner. It was erected in 1750 

[sic30] and after the Revolution, like many of the old churches, it was abandoned. 

About 1810 the estate upon which it was located came into the hands of those who 

had no reverence for it as a church, and it was pulled down and a kitchen built of 

the bricksé31  

 
In 1747  William was granted the òlibertyó to build his private pew at Bay 

Church, probably an honor . The pew was to be built òunder the stairs of the 

                                         
29

 Several records, including one picked up at the Mormon Library in SLC many years ago, show 

Sophia and William marrying in Abingdon Parish, Gloucester Co, VA. To prepare this paper, 
yours truly searched her records for the proof, but she canôt find it, over and above a roll number 

from an old microfilm. Thus, all she can state with 95% certainty is, ñThey married in Virginia.ò 
30

 William Rand built his own pew there in 1747, so the church pre-dates 1750. 

31
 http://www.tdcweb.com/TDFHS/histories/islewight/islewight16.htm;  

other local history sites include: http://www.myvirginiagenealogy.com/va_county/iw.htm; 
http://www.iwchs.com/IWCHistory.html; http://www.smithfieldva.gov/history.html 

http://www.tdcweb.com/TDFHS/histories/islewight/islewight16.htm
http://www.myvirginiagenealogy.com/va_county/iw.htm
http://www.iwchs.com/IWCHistory.html
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new addition of the Bay 
Church  at his own cos t, so 
that it may not be prejud icial 
to other pews. ó (1) 

Under the stairs?  

Sounds like an out -of-
the -way nook, perfect for a 
bit of Sunday morni ng 
snoo zing for a busy man of 
44ñthe high side of middle 
age in those days! ñwho had 
a young wife, a growing fam ily, and a lot of work. Professionally, William unde r-
took an impressive amount of church construction, as well as the co nstruction 
of his own toll  bridge across Pagan Creek .32 

Either he  had a lot of energy, or he benefited from a few power naps.  

While Isle of Wight had been one of the first eight counties organized after 
The Virginia Company sent settlers to Jamestown  in the early 1600s , the town 
of Smithfield didnõt exist in the 1740s. With the family living out at the Bay, 
Wi lliam Randõs business centered for the next few years around  the building 
boom in  newly  created  Smithfield, after Arthur Smith IV volunteered to carve up 
his Pagan Creek  property into town lots  in 1747 . 

 The Act of Incorporation  of 1752  recites:  

"Representation having been made to the General Assembly that Arthur 

Smith, of Isle of Wight County, having laid out a portion of his land on Pagan Creek 

into streets and lots," and, further, "that the location being healthy and open to 

trade and navigation," it was, therefore, ordered, "that the said parcel of land lately 

belonging to the said Arthur Smith be, and is, hereby established a town to be 

called by the name of SmithfieldΧέ 33 
 

Infrastruc ture had to be given serious considera tion . This is where WI L-
LIAM RAND came to the fore. An architect  (òplans draweró) and contractor, Wil-
liam was chosen to design and to build this public edifice. This was Williamõs 
calling, his specialty, his claim to fame. Round courthou ses.34 

                                         
32

 Cousin Laurenson details Williamôs professional life in his RAND FAMILY. His explanations 

are as exacting as an engineerôs. With his gift of storytelling, he also presents a fascinating read. 
33

 Op-cit. 

34
 Family tradition in several branches of the family had it that he was brought from England to 

build courthouses and/or other buildings. The Isle of Wight courthouse is the only one docu-

mented to have been built by William Rand, as best we know. 


